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The Jews in Poland and Russia
A Short History
ANTONY POLONSKY

Right up to the Second World War, Poland and Russia were
home to over 40 per cent of the world’s Jews. In this abridged
version of his prize-winning three-volume history, Antony
Polonsky succeeds in providing a comprehensive overview
that examines the realities of Jewish life, setting them in the
context of the political, economic, and social circumstances
of the time, while avoiding both sentimentalism and the
simplification of the story into one of persecution and
martyrdom.

Hasidism and Politics
The Kingdom of Poland, 1815–1864
MARCIN WODZIŃSKI

This analysis of the political relations between the Kingdom
of Poland and the hasidic movement shows that by creating
advantageous socio-political conditions the government
actually accelerated the growth of the movement, to the
extent that unique features of Polish hasidism can be
attributed to the impact of government policy. The study
also demonstrates the unusually modern character of
hasidic political activity, and charts its distinctive path of
development in the Kingdom of Poland into ‘anti-modernist
modernity’.

Families, Rabbis, and Education
Traditional Jewish Society in
Nineteenth-Century Eastern Europe
SHAUL STAMPFER

‘Represents decades of intensive study of Jewish daily life in
eastern Europe. The book brings together many of Stampfer’s
previously published writings, although several appear here
in English for the first time . . . provides us with the oeuvre of a
scholar who has spent years thinking about these issues and
provides a wonderful context for further study.’   

Jeffrey Veidlinger, East European Jewish Affairs
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